A-5. Community at Risk: Scappoose Fire District
The Scappoose Fire District has been identified as a Community -At-Risk by Oregon Department of
Forestry. The District includes portions of Columbia County and Multnomah County, and has
participated in both Counties’ CWPP planning processes to evaluate capabilities to prevent, prepare
for and respond to potential wildfire events. In doing so, Scappoose Fire has developed a list of
actions to build capacity at the District scale. Scappoose Fire District also recognizes that there are
smaller-scale Communities-At-Risk that have unique wildfire hazards to be addressed at the more
local scale. As such, specific action plans have been developed to address the potential wildfire
hazards in these areas as well.
Scappoose Fire District Description
The fire district consists of a 52 mi2 fire protection area, and 100 square mile ambulance service area.
The City of Scappoose and the unincorporated areas of Warren, Chapman and Holbrook as well as
12 miles along the Multnomah Channel, which has a large residential river front community, make
up the service area served by the district. The Fire District services approximately 12,000 residents.
The area is served by three stations staffed by 35 volunteers, 5 office/management staff and 9 career
fire/medical personnel. The Fire District is a full service emergency provider (fire suppression,
rescue, transport ambulance).
Scappoose Fire District Wildfire Hazards
The Multnomah County CWPP wildfire hazard assessment assisted Scappoose Fire in identifying
areas that may be at higher risk to potential wildfires. Map #18 illustrates the overall wildfire hazard
risk in the Multnomah County portion of the Scappoose Fire District and will be used to help target
areas for wildfire prevention activities.
Local Communities at Risk
The Scappoose Fire District also recognizes that there are smaller-scale Communities at Risk that
have unique wildfire hazards to be addressed at the more local scale. Communities that have been
identified as being particularly vulnerable to wildfires are illustrated in Map#18 and listed in Table
A-5.1. Scappoose Fire District staff considered the following factors to determine the local CARs
including:
 Need for defensible space
 Access limitations (narrow driveways, lack of address signage, one way in/one way out)
 Steep slopes that can hinder access and accelerate the spread of wildfire
 Lack of water available for wildland fire fighting
 Heavy fuels on adjacent public lands
 Potential ignition sources from recreationists and transients
 Agricultural and backyard burning
 Lack of community outreach programs to promote wildfire awareness
 Communications difficulties
Scappoose Fire District Action Plan
The Scappoose Fire District has developed a list of actions to build capacity at the District scale and
has identified actions that can help to make the local CARS more resilient to potential wildfires.
The action plan for the Scappoose Fire District and the local CARs therein is provided in Table A5.2.
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Scappoose Fire District CWPP Community Involvement
Multnomah County initiated community involvement and public outreach events for the highest
priority Communities at Risk in each Fire Department/District in Multnomah County. The
community meeting in Scappoose was held for the Holbrook community and had three primary
objectives: to gather information from the public about their wildfire concerns, to share
information about the fire plan and living with wildfire and recruit volunteers to staff the newly
remodeled fire station.

Holbrook Community CWPP Meeting
Date: May 12th, 2011 from 6:30pm-8:30pm
Location: Holbrook Fire Station
Attendance: 26 residents
Facilitators:


Scappoose Fire: Chief Mike Greisen, Asst. Chief John Shull



ODF: Malcolm Hiatt, Cindy Kolomechuk

Meeting Description
Holbrook is a community of about 50 residences. The community lies at the eastern edge of the
Scappoose RFPD with extended response times from the main station. Access is severely limited,
with One Way in-out NW Morgan Road from NW Clark
traveling West and all roads off of it, as in, NW Rainier, NW
Cleetwood NW Chestnut. A recently refurbished fire
station is located here, but is not staffed. The Spring, 2011,
Holbrook Community CWPP Meeting is a great opportunity
to recruit volunteers to staff the newly remodeled fire station.
The area has heavy fuels loading and intensive forest
management activities occur around and within this
community. The Holbrook Community CWPP Meeting was
held in the evening and firefighters prepared a Barbeque
meal for all attendees. Malcolm Hiatt (ODF) set up a
“wheel of wisdom” along with a three dimensional diagram
that illustrated good and bad examples of defensible space
and fire safe homes which served as the focal points for
starting discussions with visitors about wildfire issues.
Visitors to the community meetings also had an opportunity
to talk with fire district and ODF about their perceptions of
wildfire risk, their priorities for prevention and response, and
resources they have to potentially assist fire fighters.

Malcolm Hiatt (ODF) uses the
“Wheel of Wisdom” to teach
wildfire prevention

Chief Mike Greisen opened the meeting, provided
introductions and discussed wildfire hazards in the Holbrook
neighborhood. Chief Greisen also discussed the delayed response time to this area and the need for
volunteers to staff the Holbrook station in order to protect this community. Cindy Kolomechuk
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provided an overview of the Multnomah County Fire Planning process. Malcolm Hiatt then gave a
more in depth description regarding the types of fire-resistive building materials to use, how to
effectively create defensible space, and how to provide adequate access.
Assistant Chief John Shull closed the meeting with an excellent presentation on the train derailment
one week prior. On May 4th, 2011 a train car derailment along the railroad adjacent to Hwy 30 made
for a more exciting evening than anticipated. A train carrying logs derailed into a line of parked
railroad tank cars carrying denatured alcohol on tracks west of Cornelius Pass on Highway 30. A
massive fire occurred, and pushed fire crews back a half of a mile. The area was evacuated and
Hwy 30 was closed while fire fighters from multiple agencies worked to extinguish the blaze.

Information Gleaned from Community
Community members were asked to provide input regarding their perceptions of wildfire risk and
rank the highest priority issues in their neighborhood (Table A-5.3 Wildfire Concerns in the Trout
Creek/Aims CAR). Scappoose Fire developed a series of action items (Table A-5.2 Scappoose Fire
Action Plan) to address these and other potential wildfire hazards in the Communities at Risk in
their service area.
The residents recognized that access and evacuation issues coupled with potentially longer response
times make community preparedness critical for this area. Residents are concerned that the steep,
narrow driveways that characterize their neighborhood. Chief Greisen mentioned how difficult
evacuation can be on these roads if people are trying to leave while emergency vehicle are trying to
respond. Attendees were encouraged to take an active role in making their community more disaster
resilient by volunteering to staff the Holbrook Fire Station and to take adequate measures to protect
their homes through defensible space.
Table A-5.3 Wildfire Concerns in the Holbrook Community
Topic

Holbrook Community

1. Access Limitations

High

2. Protection Capabilities

High

3. Evacuation, Emergency Preparedness

High

4. Backyard/ Agricultural Burning

Medium

5. Concerns about Adjacent Public Lands

Medium

6. Water Availability

Medium

7. Transients/ Recreation

Low

8. Concerns about Neighboring Private Property

Low
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