A-2. Community at Risk: Multnomah Co. RFPD #14 (Corbett)
Multnomah County Rural Fire Protection District #14 (MCRFPD #14) has been identified as a
Community at Risk (CAR) by Oregon Department of Forestry. The District has participated in the
Multnomah County CWPP planning process to evaluate capabilities to prevent, prepare for and
respond to potential wildfire events.
Multnomah Co. RFPD #14 Description
Corbett is a small, rural community bordered by the Sandy River to the West and Highway 84 to the
North. This area has steep slopes and homes surrounded by heavy fuels adjacent to industrial
timber management operations, Bureau of Land Management holdings, and some USFS land. Many
of the neighborhoods have only one way in and one way out and have narrow, steep driveways with
poor address signage. Tourism and recreation are huge influences here, with over 2,500 acres of
state parks including the Columbia Gorge National Scenic Area. MCRFPD #14 is the first
responder to fires occurring on USFS and Scenic area lands.
The District is staffed only by volunteers, which can increase response times and protection
capability. The community is susceptible to the Gorge east wind effect, which includes prolonged
high wind speeds that dry vegetation and quickly increase the spread of wildfires. According to the
Corbett Fire professionals, the biggest threat to these communities is a wildfire starting on USFS
land spreads to Corbett from and East wind.
The District communicates well with other agencies that use 800 MHz, and recently received VHF
radios through the Urban Area Security Initiative. MCRFPD #14 has 2 Urban Interface Units, Type
3 one with a rated 750 gallon pump and one with a rated 500 gallon pump. This is a self-reliant
community that supports active Neighborhood Emergency Response Teams as well as Northeast
Multnomah County Community Association (NEMCCA) with a safety action team that meets the
first Wednesday of the month. The Fire District connects with the community through an annual
open house in October, and a biannual newsletter that goes out in the Spring and Fall.
Multnomah Co. RFPD #14 Wildfire Hazards
The Multnomah County CWPP wildfire hazard assessment assisted MCRFPD #14 in identifying
areas that may be at higher risk to potential wildfires. Map 12 illustrates the overall wildfire hazard
risk in the Corbett area and will be used to help target areas for wildfire prevention activities.
Local Communities at Risk
The MCRFPD #14 also recognizes that there are smaller-scale Communities at Risk that have
unique wildfire hazards to be addressed at the more local scale. Communities that have been
identified as being particularly vulnerable to wildfires are illustrated in Map 12 and listed in Table A2.1. MCRFPD #14 volunteers considered the following factors to determine the local CARs
including:







Need for defensible space
Access limitations (narrow driveways, lack of address signage, one way in/one way out)
Steep slopes that can hinder access and accelerate the spread of wildfire
Lack of water available for wildland fire fighting
Heavy fuels on adjacent public lands
Potential ignition sources from recreationists and transients
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Agricultural and backyard burning
Lack of community outreach programs to promote wildfire awareness
Communications difficulties

Multnomah Co. RFPD #14 Action Plan
The MCRFPD #14 has developed a list of actions to build capacity at the Department scale and has
identified actions that can help to make the local CARS more resilient to potential wildfires. The
action plan for MCRFPD #14 and the local CARs therein is provided in Table A-2.2.
Multnomah Co. RFPD #14 CWPP Community Involvement
Multnomah County initiated community involvement and public outreach events for the highest
priority Communities at Risk in each Fire Department/District in Multnomah County. The
community meeting in Corbett was held for the Trout Creek/Aims Community and had two
primary objectives: to gather information from the public about their wildfire concerns and to share
information about the fire plan and living with wildfire.

Trout Creek/Aims Community Wildfire Meeting
Date: April 21st, 2011 from 6:30pm-8:30pm
Location: Aims Community Church
Attendance: 50 residents
Facilitators:


Multnomah County RFPD #14: Brent Younker, Assistant Chief



ODF: Chris Paul, Cindy Kolomechuk



Multnomah County Emergency Management: Joe Partridge



Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area: Roland Rose

Meeting Description
This event was conducted in the form
of an evening meeting and hosted by
the MCRFPD #14. Assistant Chief
Brent Younker opened the meeting and
provided introductions and discussed
wildfire hazards in the Trout
Creek/Aims neighborhood and
introduced the measures that
landowners have to be more prepared
for wildfires. Cindy Kolomechuk
provided an overview of the
Multnomah County Fire Planning
process. Chris Paul then gave a more
in depth description regarding the types
of fire-resistive building materials to
use, how to effectively create defensible
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space, and how to provide adequate access. Roland Rose presented some lessons learned from prior
wildfires in the Gorge, specifically relating to community preparedness and evacuation. Joe
Partridge then discussed tips for being prepared for wildfires as well as other potential hazards in
this area.

Information Gleaned from Community
Community members were asked to provide input regarding their perceptions of wildfire risk and
rank the highest priority issues in their neighborhood (Table A-2.3 Wildfire Concerns in the Trout
Creek/Aims CAR). The MRFPD #14 developed a series of action items (Table A-2.2 MCRFPD
#14 Action Plan) to address these and other potential wildfire hazards in the Communities at Risk in
their service area.
The highest priority issue is the increased response time (or lack of protection capability) resulting
from an all volunteer fire district. This reality can motivate the residents in this community to
become better prepared and take a great responsibility in preventing wildfires. Residents are also
concerned about the steep, narrow driveways that characterize their neighborhood, which can also
increase response times.
Backyard, agricultural and slash burning is also a concern of the residents in the Trout Creek and
Aims community. This presents a potential ignition source for structural and wildfires. The other
major issue identified was a concern about water availability here. Homes are on well systems, and
although there are a few streams and ponds, water would need to be transported into these difficult
to access areas to fight wildfires.
Table A-2.3 Wildfire Concerns in the Trout Creek/Aims Community
Topic

Trout Creek/Aims
Community

1. Protection Capabilities

High

2. Backyard Burning

High

3. Local Ingress and Egress

High

4. Water Availability

High

5. Evacuation, Emergency Preparedness

Medium

6. Transients/ Recreation

Medium

7. Concerns about Adjacent Public Lands

Low

8. Concerns about Neighboring Private Property

Low
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