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Introductions
Who are we and what is the
Sex Workers Resource Project?

Over $45,000.00
distributed in 2020
and hundreds of
individuals served

What are some facets of the Sex Trades?
Autonomy

Exploitation

Self Determination
●

Sex Work, Sex Traffcking and Survival Sex exist throughout this spectrum as
well as what type of Sex Trade one is in

Facets of the Sex Trades, cont.
Forms of Trading Sex
Circumstance

Self determination
Exploitation

Coercion

Autonomy

Choice

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Stripping
Full Service
Street based
Online Advertisement
Pornography
Phone Sex Operation
Erotic and nude massage
Sugar baby relationships
Others

Root Causes
●

Oppressive structures operating at
multiple levels
○ Macro
■ Historical
■ Systems, laws, politics
○ Mezzo
■ Communal
■ Organizational
○ Micro
■ Intra-interpersonal

Screening Survivors
in the Sex Trades for
SA Services

Practice Scenario:
Kim is a Black cis woman who identifies as a sex worker. She says that
she was assaulted on a date with a full service client. She is 27 years old
and lives with her boyfriend. She is afraid to tell her boyfriend because he
thinks she only works in a strip club and doesn’t know she does full
service. Since this has happened, she hasn’t been interested in
consensual sex with her boyfriend. He doesn’t understand why she isn’t
interested, and at times has pressured her to have sex when she doesn’t
want to.
How would you interact with this person as an advocate?
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5 Advocate Agreements for Screening
Individuals Trading Sex:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

I will acknowledge the inherent dynamic of power between advocate and survivor
Distrust in the system is valid and understandable
I will accept that I may never know the full story
Sexual Assault in the Sex Trades may be identiﬁed differetnly
Trading Sex is considered a crime no matter how destrigmatized some forms might be

Negative (not
worth it)
●

Equal High
●

$100.00 to go home
with a stranger to
someone working in
a high end strip club
with steady income
and their basic
needs met

Positive

●
●

●

Risk

Equal Low

$100.00 to go home
with a stranger to
someone to a street
based survival
worker who is about
to be evicted from
the motel where
they live with their
child

Intersect of Capitalism and SA
in the Sex Trades

●
●

Reward

Reward and risk have different
meanings for everyone
When the “reward” is a resource
needed to stay alive or safe the
risk may feel equal because of
circumstance
Intersectional factors effect
inherent risk, for example Black
Trans Women will be risking
more in any given situation than
Cis White women and
compensated less on average
Folks may not have other options
to meet their resource needs
Examples of risk*

Try…...

Instead of….
●

●
●
●

“Have you ever been sexually
assaulted?”
“Are you a sex worker?”
“Are you in the sex trades?”
“Are you being trafficked?”

●

“Has anyone ever pressured you to do
sexual things that you did not want to do?”

●

“Have you ever traded sex or sexual/intimate
services in exchange for money, goods, or a
place to stay? Its okay if you’re not sure”
If yes,
“Has anyone else ever made you do these things
when you didn’t want to?”
“Has anyone ever hurt you while you were
working?”

●
●
●

●
●
●
●

“We can get you into housing”
“We’ll get you out of the industry”
“We can pay your rent”
“We can pay your phone bill”

●

●

“This is something that the program usually offers to
participants, is that something that you would be
interested in?
“I can’t guarantee anything, but we can definitely try
to get you into housing. I do know that it is usually a
pretty long process, but I am happy to be there with
you through it. Let’s see what we can do.”

Practice Scenario 1:
Claire is a 19 year old white Trans woman. She is trying to access services
because she was physically assaulted by someone she had met that night.
After de-escalating, she discloses that the perpetrator was a man she had met
and offered her money to come back to his hotel. She declines a police report
and a SAVA advocate. She is frustrated because this man owes her money,
and the only reason she agreed to this date was because she was short on
rent and needs to pay off a debt to someone. She doesn’t disclose who she
owes money to, but is evasive when you ask.
How would you support this person?
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Practice Scenario 2:
A person calls and says they need help. They met a date online, and when
they went to his home, he tried to pressure them into things that they had not
agreed upon. They are very scared, and went outside to smoke, but called to
see if they could get a motel. They have nowhere else to stay tonight, but they
decline to share their name or age. They keep asking for help but will not give
any other information about themselves, and state they do not have an ID.
How do you support this survivor?
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Safety Plannining
for Survivors in the
Sex Trades

Considerations when Safety Planning:
●
●
●
●

Survivors are the experts in their own experiences
Not always one abuser/assailant
Lack of support after a traumatic experience may destabilize survivor, limiting
resources, and putting them back in a high risk situation.
SW has the highest rate of workplace SA. Leaving isn’t always the best option.
We can support people by meeting them where they are at and focusing on
creating stability around their current situation.

Ask yourself
Can I supply the
needed resource
if this person
leaves?

Quotes for illustration purposes only

What generalizations
might I be making
about this person
experience and how
can I check those?

Am I focused on
the incident or
the industry?

Practice Scenario 1:
Someone calls and identifies as being a 45 year old houseless Black Trans woman. She has
been staying on a friend’s couch for about a month. While she has been staying there, he has
demanded sexual services every other night and recently has become violent during these
encounters. She wants to leave, but has nowhere else to go. She discloses that there is
someone looking for her with intent to harm her who has found her at shelters before,
therefore shelter is not an option. At this time, there are no motel voucher funds available at
any community based orgs. She has family in Eugene, but they do not know that she is Trans
and she cannot be out with them. They know her to be a gay “man”, and have been vocally
disapproving of her “lifestyle”.
How would you safety plan with this person?
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has been staying on a friend’s couch for about a month. While she has been staying
there, he has demanded sexual services every other night and recently has become
violent during these encounters. She wants to leave, but has nowhere else to go. She
discloses that there is someone looking for her with intent to harm her who has found her at
shelters before, therefore shelter is not an option. At this time, there are no motel
vouchers funds available at any community based orgs. She has family in Eugene, but they
do not know that she is Trans and she cannot be out with them. They know her to be a gay
“man”, and have been vocally disapproving of her “lifestyle”.
How would you safety plan with this person?

Practice Scenario 2:
You have been working with a survivor for about a month. A couple weeks after they were entered
into services, they admit themselves into a hospital for SA. You go to visit them and ask who hurt
them, upon arriving it is clear they have bruises on their throat and scratch marks on their face and
shoulders. They tell you that they met a date online, who was an angel sent from God. They detail
their experience with the angel. They say the assault occurred in an elevator, but later they describe
it happening in a stairway. You ask if they want to make a report, but they decline. They also say
God has been texting them and telling them that if they tell anyone what happened they will go to
hell. They then show you their cell phone with multiple missed calls and texts from an unknown
number and says they are scared because God knows where they are.
How would you safety plan with this person?
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Thank you!
Questions?

