


 

Page 2 of 3 – Amending Multnomah County Chapter 38 Zoning Code and the Multnomah 
County Comprehensive Plan in response to federally mandated revisions to the Management 
Plan for the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area approved by the Columbia River 
Gorge Commission and other amendments to Chapter 38 Code and the Comprehensive Plan 
not related to the Management Plan revisions  
 

Management Plan was transmitted to Multnomah County).  Failure to adopt the 
amendments within the required time period may result in the Columbia River Gorge 
Commission setting land use standards for the area. 
 

e. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on October 4, 2021, which was 
continued until November 1, 2021.  Both hearings provided an opportunity for all 
interested persons to appear and be heard.  Notice of the Planning Commission’s 
October hearing was published in the Oregonian newspaper, as required by law, and 
notice of both hearings were published on the website of the Multnomah County Land 
Use Planning Program. In addition, the written individual notice required in ORS 
215.503 (commonly referred to as “Ballot Measure 56 notice”) was mailed on 
September 10, 2021. An updated hearing notice was mailed September 28, 2021 to 
owners of certain forest zoned properties (GGF-40 and GGF-80 zoning districts) 
clarifying code amendments were proposed eliminating certain development 
opportunities in these zones as required by the Management Plan.  

 
f. The Planning Commission’s recommendation within Planning Commission Resolution 

No. PC 2021-14505 (Board Exhibit 3) is sound and derives from the proper execution of 
its duties and authority. 
 

g. A copy of the written record of the Planning Commission hearings is incorporated as 
Board Exhibit 4. 
 

Multnomah County Ordains as Follows: 
 
Section 1. Multnomah County Code Chapter 38 is amended in the form set forth in Board 
Exhibit 1. 
 
/ / / 
 
/ / / 
 
/ / / 
 
/ / / 
 
/ / /  
 
/ / / 
 
/ / / 
 
/ / / 





ii Chapter 38 – Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area  

38.0730 Continuance of PC hearings. 
38.0740 Interpretations. 
38.0765 Applying New Less-Stringent 

Regulations to Development 
Approved Under Prior MCC 
Chapter 38 Regulations 

38.0770 Transfer of approval rights. 
38.0780 Ex Parte Contact, Conflict of 

Interest and Bias. 
38.0790 Procedural objections. 
38.0800 Applicability in the event of 

conflicts. 
38.0850 Fees. 

VIOLATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 

38.0910- Violations and Enforcement 
38.0915 Repealed by Ord. 1126 
38.0920 Savings Clause 

STREET NAMING AND PROPERTY NUMBERING 

38.0980- Street Naming and Property 
Numbering Procedures 

PART 4 - ZONING DISTRICTS 

38.1000- General Management Area and 
Special Management Area 

38.1005 Allowed Uses 
38.1010 Expedited Uses. 

FOREST DISTRICTS - GGF and GSF 

38.2000- Purposes 
38.2005 Area Affected 
38.2015 Uses 
38.2020 Allowed Uses 
38.2023 Expedited Uses 
38.2025 Review Uses 
38.2030 Conditional Uses 
38.2060 Dimensional Requirements 
38.2085 Off-Street Parking and Loading 
38.2090 Access 
38.2095 Signs 

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS - GGA and GSA 

38.2200- Purposes 
38.2205 Area Affected 
38.2215 Uses 
38.2220 Allowed Uses 
38.2223 Expedited Uses 
38.2225 Review Uses  
38.2230 Conditional Uses 
38.2260 Dimensional Requirements 
38.2285 Off-Street Parking and Loading 
38.2290 Access 
38.2295 Signs 

RURAL CENTER - GGRC 

38.2400- Purposes 
38.2405 Area Affected 
38.2415 Uses 
38.2420 Allowed Uses 
38.2423 Expedited Uses 
38.2425 Review Uses  
38.2430 Conditional Uses 
38.2460 Dimensional Requirements 
38.2485 Off-Street Parking and Loading 
38.2490 Access 
38.2495 Signs 

OPEN SPACE - GGO and GSO 

38.2600- Purposes 
38.2605 Area Affected 
38.2615 Uses 
38.2620 Allowed Uses 
38.2623 Expedited Uses 
38.2625 Review Uses 
38.2660 Dimensional Requirements 
38.2685 Off-Street Parking and Loading 
38.2690 Access 
38.2695 Signs 

RECREATIONAL DISTRICTS - GG-PR, GG-CR and 
GS-PR 

38.2800- Purposes 
38.2805 Area Affected 
38.2815 Uses 
38.2820 Allowed Uses 
38.2823 Expedited Uses 











Lewis and Clark expedition, the Gorge 
served as a transportation corridor for 
fur traders. It became a passage route 
for settlers and missionaries following 
the Oregon Trail. It was an area of 
tensions between fur traders and Native 
Americans and altercations involving 
Native Americans, missionaries, and 
settlers, culminating in the signing of 
treaties in 1855. The beginning of non- 
Native American settlements followed, 
and an influx of newcomers has 
continued to this day. 

 
In the last half of the 1800's, river and 
then railroad transportation came of 
age. The 1850's witnessed the 
beginning of the colorful era of 
sternwheelers plying the river and 
eventually the development of locks to 
bypass the Cascade rapids. This was 
followed by the financial ups and downs 
of the great railroad-building competition 
that eventually brought what is known 
today as the Union Pacific along the 
south bank of the Columbia River 
(completed in 1889) and what is known 
today as the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe along the north bank (completed in 
the first decade of the 1900's). A bake-
oven or two still mark the campsites of 
the Chinese railroad gangs that cut the 
rail route through the Gorge on the 
south bank. 

 
The Gorge was to experience still more 
change in the era of highway building. 
What is known today as the Historic 
Columbia River Highway, started in 
1913 near Troutdale, was pushed 
through to Hood River in 1915 and 
finally completed to The Dalles by 
1922. A sensitive balance between 
engineering necessity and the beauty 
of its surroundings, this highway 
opened the Gorge to recreation and 
stimulated growth and development in 
communities on both sides of the river.   

As automotive transportation became 
more universal, the present 
Washington State Highway 14 was 
pushed through in segments, and 
bridge crossings of the Columbia River 
replaced ferries at Hood River (1918) 
and Cascade Locks (1925) and 
eventually The Dalles. These changes 
were capped finally by Interstate 84, 
developed through the Gorge on the 
south bank of the Columbia River in 
the 1950's. 

 
Arguably, the greatest change in the 
Gorge was the damming of the river: 
Bonneville Dam dedicated in 1937 and 
The Dalles Dam completed in 1960. 
These and other dams converted the 
swift flow of the Columbia River into a 
series of lakes. They resulted in a 
series of impacts, including those to 
traditional fishing methods, inundation 
of residential areas as well as the 
revival of river transportation and the 
introduction of power transmission lines 
visible today in many parts of the 
National Scenic Area. 

 

By the 1930's, development impacts on 
the Gorge were becoming a source of 
concern. In 1937, the Pacific Northwest 
Regional Planning Commission pointed 
out that the qualities of the Gorge had 
national significance.   It proposed that 
the area be established as an interstate 
park. World War II interrupted the 
growing interest in protecting Gorge 
resources, but by the 1950's both 
Oregon and Washington created gorge 
commissions. Their effectiveness, 
however, became limited by inadequate 
funding, lack of authority, and opposition 
from various factions. 

 
In the 1970's, successor commissions, 
by now meeting together, helped four 
county planning agencies prepare 
special Gorge zoning provisions 
regulating development along the river. 
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